November 7, 2017

College of Arts and Sciences Chairs’ Meeting

Present: Medora Barnes, Cecile Brennan, Rebecca Drenovsky, Naveed Piracha for Jeff Dyck,
Margaret Farrar, Peggy Finucane, Rich Clark, Gwen Compton-Engle, Margaret Farrar, Sr.
Katherine Feely, Marty Hendren, Rodney Hessinger, Matthew Johnson, Anne Kugler, Graciela
Lacueva, Kathy Lee, Patrick Mullane, Kathleen Manning, Maria Marsilli, Sheila McGinn, Keiko
Nakano, Mike Nichols, Tamba Nlandu, Mindy Peden, Cathy Rosemary, Debby Rosenthal,
Michelle Walker, Sheri Young
1.

Margaret Farrar – Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to Chairs and thanks to all faculty who participated in Blue Streak Preview Day.
Attendance was spotty. The first CAS session was half full and the second session had only four in
attendance. Stacy Love and the Admissions staff are getting family feedback through surveys in
order to plan for next year.
P. Mullane, Center for Career Services – Presented an update on the Arts & Sciences Professional
Development pilot program. The original launch date was planned for fall 2017 but was moved to
spring 2018 in order to coordinate more efficiently. This program is open to all CAS students.
Materials for the pilot program will be targeted to each department. Will have a finished plan to
the Deans before the end of the semester.
P. Finucane – Communications and Theater Arts along with the Center for Career Services, will be
presenting a Salary Negotiation Workshop on Monday, November 13, at 7 pm, in OC 7. (TV Studio)
D. Rosenthal – Announced that the English Department will be offering a one credit class,
EN 199: A Literary Sampler, in spring 2018. Each faculty member will step in and do a 1-hr section.

2. Patrick Mullane & Sr. Katherine Feely – Experiential Learning Working Groups. Handout
Circulated
The discussion centered on enhancing the student learning experience by engaging students who
may have a lack of knowledge in experiential learning, through developing a plan of process and
procedure. This would include a two-step process:



Short survey that takes less than 10 minutes to complete.
Four questions with room for comments.

The survey will be available on Wednesday, November 8. The goal is to get a quantitative picture
targeted at undergraduates, on what is required as optional within majors and minors, and to gather
and produce feedback on high level course information with follow up. The plan is to provide a specific
map within the major that is departmentally specific in order to enhance advising.
3. Rodney Hessinger – Presentation on the Core Curriculum. Handout Circulated
Rodney began the discussion by noting that Core attributes should be added to the course not to
the instructor or section in order to provide clarity and efficiency for the students and Advisors.
Currently, classes with the same numbers and descriptions may have core codes or may not. It
was suggested that courses carrying the same numbers as courses carrying a core designation
should be renumbered. Special Topics classes will still need to be individually managed. This
change will promote:
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Clarity for students and advisors.
Efficiency – extra work will be reduced or eliminated and errors reduced.
Student Learning Outcomes – Courses with a non-Core designation will be renumbered to
limit confusion.
Would align with Best Practices in the field.

Creating a “First Year Friendly Core” See Handout
R. Hessinger stated that it would be beneficial to build core around incoming students to help with
their transition to college. One possibility is the standard intro classes where a “first year
appropriate” designation could be added. A first year designation would help develop a skill set,
encourage creativity, and promote scientific literacy. He asked the Chairs for suggestions on how
to “flag” 100, 200, 300 level courses with this designation and ideas for furnishing incoming
freshman with a list of appropriate classes at summer orientation. A “First year Appropriate”
course designation would provide more explicit expectations, skill building, and emphasis on
information literacy.
M. Farrar – Stated that she was encouraged by the conversations that were started and suggested
finding time to organize a collective conversation about the first year experience.
Coordinating Caps for Future Semesters R. Hessinger – Reported that linked classes are proving to have low registration. Students appear
to be putting off taking these classes until later. Rodney presented a plan to ask the registrar’s
office to run the numbers. The Core committee is working on the possibility of adding linked
classes over the summer. It was suggested that it would be good to set aside two timeslots for
linked courses to avoid conflict with other classes. First year classes and capstone should gravitate
to certain slots. Mindy Peden voiced concern about caps in the popular classes. Rodney suggested
to use escalating caps. Caps in linked classes could be set at 15 and bumped up if necessary.
Overall consistent agreement is needed before sending to the registrar.
Request for Fall Schedule – More distribution Classes
D. Rosenthal indicated that scheduling could be considered a social justice issue because
depending on how it is approached, it could be a problem for adjunct job security. M. Nichols
added that pre-registration is also a problem given that the students are asked to schedule
without consultation. Mike suggested having a discussion of the pros and cons of pre-registration.
M. Hendren stated that Academic Advising has the main role in registration. R. Hessinger referred
to #4 on the handout and said that he would like to move toward cross listing, and would like to
see more balance between spring and fall semesters for EN125 and COMM 125. In response to M.
Peden’s concern that there is no learning outcome for reading comprehension, R. Hessinger
suggested that more “meta” lessons could be included in EN125 and COMM 125 and the “key
message” is to split these two classes between the fall and spring semesters. G. Lacueva noted
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that fall 2018 is the last semester for First In the World. Several departments participate and will
require a clear sense of how many sections will be needed for FITW classes.
Orphan Departments –
R. Hessinger stated that there is an emerging sentiment about how to deal with course prefixes
that don’t line up. Moving forward it would be beneficial to add department designations, E.g.
Exercise Science, and Data Science given a Natural Science designation.
M. Barnes reminded the group that Interdisciplinary Programs (IDP) are not included as the classes
carry a department prefix. There is a disincentive to label with IDP. R. Hessinger said that more
internal understanding is needed. A Core subcommittee will work with the Registrar’s office to
fine tune Social Sciences and Humanities.
M. Farrar concluded with a request to send any particular thoughts, questions, or concerns from
students to the Dean, Assoc. Dean’s, and the Core Committee.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:48
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