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Cool & New Courses– 200 Level 

Hebrew Bible 

 

Noah Bickart, PhD 

TR 2:00-3:15pm 

Historical and cultural environment of the Jewish 
Bible (the collection of scriptures in the Torah, 
Nebi’im, and Kethubim, or “Tanakh,” which 
Christians call the “Old Testament”), its nature 
and composition, and its religious and theological 
developments  

2 

TRS 

200 

New Testament 

 

Sr. Lisa Maria Belz, OSU, PhD 

TR 8:30-9:45am 

(at BORREMEO SEMINARY) 

A survey course introducing the scholarly study of the 
New Testament. It will be grounded in the biblical 
scholarship and teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Specifically, it will explore the historical and cultural 
milieu that shaped the New Testament, its nature and 
composition, its religious and theological develop-
ments, and its significance for Catholics today.  

TRS 

205 CS 

New Testament 

 

Sheila McGinn, PhD 

MWF 11:00-11:50am   via ZOOM 
 MWF 12:00-12:50pm  via  ZOOM 

This course introduces the earliest Christian communities 
and the collection of literature they produced—i.e., the Sec-
ond or “New” Testament in the Christian Bible. Some as-
pects considered include:  the origins, formation, and devel-
opment of these communities as they interact with their so-
cio-political environment; their different theological per-
spectives—in regard to Jesus, his life, teachings, death and 
resurrection, and his community of disciples—and how 
these are influenced by their historical, cultural, economic, 
political, and social contexts; the influence of Paul; and the 
apocalyptic perspective of early Christians. The course con-
cludes with a live role-play simulation of the first-century 
Roman church communities. It can be used to meet either 
the TRS or the EGC Core requirement.  

TRS 

205 CS 



Cool & New Courses– 200 Level 

Introduction to Islam  

Zeki Saritoprak, PhD 

TR 11:00-12:15pm  via ZOOM 

Surveys the history of Islam, impact of Islamic belief 
and culture on global social and political 
development, and fundamental tenets and practices 
of Islam. Includes a modern interpretation of the 
Islamic tradition  

TRS 

240 

3 

Introduction to Judaism 

 

Noah Bickert, PhD 

TR 9:30-10:45am 
TR  11:00-11:45am 

To understand modern Judaism, one needs to 
understand the historical span of the Jewish 
experience. This course will examine: the major 
literature of Judaism from the Bible to today; the 
major movements and personalities of Jewish 
history; holidays and rituals and ceremonies; 
Jewish beliefs and theology; the Holocaust; Zionism 
and modern Israel; the American Jewish 
experience.  

TRS 

210 

There is only one problem on 
which all my existence, my peace, 
and my happiness depends: to 
discover myself in discovering 
God." ~Thomas Merton  



Cool & New Courses– 200 Level 

Chinese Religions  

Paul Nietupski, PhD   

MWF 9:00-9:50am  via ZOOM 
MWF 10:00-10:50am  via ZOOM 
MWF 1:00-1:50pm  via ZOOM 

This course will focus on China’s diverse social, 
political, intellectual, and religious histories, using 
traditional Han Chinese and non-Han ethnographic 
artifacts. Material evidence will be used to read the 
evolutionary stories of China’s civilizations, its 
remarkably diverse cultural heritage, its victories and 
defeats. We will investigate the earliest recorded 
theologies and world views, and continue with the 
elaborations of Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist, Muslim, 
and Christian traditions, tracing the ancient Chinese 
“anthropo-cosmic vision,” a preoccupation with human 
inner cultivation and social responsibility.  

4 

TRS 

253 

Moral Decision-Making  

Paul Lauritzen, PhD 

MWF 1:00-1:50pm 
 (HONORS)  via ZOOM  

Examination of contemporary moral issues with a 
focus on methods for analyzing and evaluating moral 
problems; sources from the Christian tradition that 
form moral identity and ethical decisions. This ISJ 
course in the Core curriculum requires service 
learning.  

ISJ 
TRS 

260 CS 



Religion, Freedom, & Law  

Kristen Tobey, PhD 

TR  9:30-10:45am via ZOOM 
TR  2:00-3:15pm via ZOOM 

Introduction to issues framed by legal and 
religious context.  How morality and religion 
contribute to ethical dilemmas for individual 
lawyers; history of American interface between 
religion and law; how religion and law address 
similar questions in different ways; dilemmas 
pertaining to morality and freedom where 
religion and law interface; public forum and 
judicial system’s approach to religious issues; 
religious topics debated and litigated in public 
life.  

TRS 

262 

 Ecology, Religion, Justice 
 Deborah Zawislan, PhD 

 
MW 3:30-4:45pm via ZOOM 
LINK:  SC 290  

 

Explores how the Abrahamic religions—Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam—are addressing the 
contemporary ecological crisis.  Issues of eco-justice 
are approached through the interplay between faith, 
scholarship, and activism.  Responses are evaluated 
using the principle of the common good, assessing 
potential impact on the most vulnerable members of 
the global community.  Topics include eco-theology, 
eco-feminism, globalization, migration, violence 
against women and children, food security, water 
scarcity, loss of biodiversity, and climate change.  

TRS 

263 

Cool & New Courses– 200 Level 

Soul Food 

 

Rev. Bertrice Wood, PhD  

MF  2:00-3:15pm 
LINK:  IC 208  

African-American spirituality, religion, and identity 
formation through religious and food experiences 
within the family and the greater African-American 
cultural group. History of food availability and 
preparation. Film portrayals of African-American 
family unity maintained through cultural traditions 
related to food. Involves experiential learning. This 
course is linked with IC 208 

TRS 

272 
LINK 

5 

LINK 



The Franciscan Movement 

 

Rev. Michael Joyce, OFM, Cap 

TR 1:30-2:45pm   

at BORREMEO SEMINARY 

Exploration of the elements of Christian spirituality and 
its expression through the arts. Imaginative expression 
through art-making can enrich spirituality, facilitating 
deep, authentic encounters with God.  TRS 

328 CS 

Cool & New Courses– 300 Level 

The Faithful: Being 
Catholic in America 

 

Kristen Tobey, PhD 

T 5:00-7:45pm  via ZOOM 

 
A case-based examination of lived experiences of 
Catholicism in the United States, from colonial times 
to the present day, exploring a variety of responses 
to the question of how to be Catholic in America . 

6 

TRS 

329 CS 

History of the Idea of 
Evil 

 

Nathaniel Morehouse, PhD 

TR  12:30-1:45pm 

Problem of evil from its biblical origins to the 
modern period with emphasis on the interaction 
between religious beliefs and cultural forces. 
Topics include the Book of Job, the rise of Satan, 
Augustine and original sin, Satan in medieval art, 
Dante, Milton, the Reformation, the 
Enlightenment, the demonic and Gothic, and 
modern theological and scientific approaches.  

TRS 

326 CS 



Cool & New Courses– 300 Level 

7 

Church and Sacrament 
 

Edward Hahnenberg, PhD 

M 5:00-7:45pm 

Exploration of the church as “sacrament of 
salvation” through an examination of the 
sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist), the sacraments of healing (Penance, 
Anointing of the Sick), and sacraments at the 
service of communion (Matrimony, Holy Orders). 
Topics include images, models, and marks of the 
church, as well as the historical, liturgical, and 
theological development of the seven sacraments.  

"There are very few people 
who realize what God 
would make of them if 
they abandoned them-
selves into his hands, and 
let themselves be formed 
by his grace."  
 

Faith and Science  

 

Rev. Don Serva, SJ 

MWF 9:00-9:50am 

Examine the interaction between science and 
religion as conflict, contrast, contact, or 
confirmation. How can these four approaches 
apply to the evolution/creationism controversy? 
Can we explore the question of how God works by 
appreciating the new ideas that science brings?  

TRS 

336 CS 

TRS 

334 CS 



Cool & New Courses– 300 Level 

8 

Islam in America 

 

Zeki Saritoprak, PhD 

TR  2:00-3:15pm  via ZOOM 
TR  3:30-4:45pm  via ZOOM 

Introduction to the history of Islam and its arrival 
in the New World. Focus on the experience of 
American Muslims, including African-American 
Muslims, immigrant Muslims, and new American 
converts. Considers all levels of the Muslim public 
sphere in the U.S. and current U.S. relations with 
Muslim countries.  

TRS 

341 

Human Rights & Human 
Rites in Asia 

 

Father James Bretzke, SJ, STD 

MWF 12:00-12:50pm (HONORS) 

This course will focus on contemporary lived 
expressions of three of the world’s most ancient and 
revered religious traditions of spiritual wisdom, 
namely Buddhism, Confucianism, and Christianity 
as they have developed and are primarily lived in the 
religio-politico-cultural context of East Asia today.   

Catholic Moral Theology  

Rev. James Bretzke, SJ, STD 

MWF 10:00-10:50am 

Methods for making informed and prudential moral 
decisions, in the interpersonal and social spheres, 
grounded in experience, Scripture, church teaching, 
and rational discourse. Addresses such topics as 
conscience; virtue; individual and social sin; the 
common good; political, economic, and social 
problems such as war and peace, poverty, and 
prejudice; and major themes of Catholic Social 
Teaching.  

TRS 

360 CS 

TRS 

359 



Christian Sexuality 
 

Jessica Merugu 

MWF  12:00-12:50pm  
 

Study of human sexuality, its meaning and mystery, 
and ethical issues related to sexual behavior and 
attitudes, all from a Christian perspective. 
Christian wisdom and wisdom of the ages in light of 
human experience and contemporary theories of 
the meaning and significance of sexuality. Special 
attention to the inherent relationship between 
spirituality and sexuality.   
(Women and Gender Studies) 

TRS 

364 CS 

Catholic Church and 
Racial Justice 

 

Krista Stevens, PhD 

TR 11:00am-12:15pm 
TR  12:30pm-1:45pm (HONORS) 

Racism and Social Justice delves deeply into the 
challenging realities of race, racism, white 
privilege, and the effects of all three realities. The 
class looks at racism through a theological lens that 
includes US Catholic Church history, social ethics, 
and the vocation of the theologian. Course 
resources include scriptural, historical, and 
theological texts, novels, movies, and music. 
Special attention will be given to the problems of 
race and racial injustice in Cleveland, OH. 9 

Cool & New Courses– 300 Level 

Social Justice &  
the Economy 

 

Megan Wilson-Reitz 

MWF 1:00-1:50pm 

Examines the religious, moral and ethical 
assumptions at the heart of various economic 
systems, policies and practices, as well as the 
economic teachings of major religious 
traditions.  Explores the social justice implications 
of personal, local, national and global economic 
decisions.  Involves service-learning.  

CS 
TRS 

366 

TRS 

369 ISJ SLC CS 

ISJ 

SLC 

SLC 



Cool & New Courses– 300 Level 

10 

Ignatian Spirituality: 
Origins & Development 

 

Andrew Cera, SJ 

TR 9:30-10:45am 

In this course students will encounter the person of 
St. Ignatius and his way of living and relating to 
God, the world, and himself – his spirituality. As 
such, the focus remains on his life and writings: 
Autobiography, Spiritual Exercises, Diary, Letters, 
and selections from the Jesuit Constitutions. Since 
the Spiritual Exercises are meant to be lived and 
experienced, students will engage with the Four 
Weeks of the Exercises themselves through prayer 
and reflection as a requirement of this course. 

Augustine’s Spiritual 
Quest 

 

Sheila McGinn, PhD 

MW 3:30-4:45pm via ZOOM 

Explore the legacy of Augustine of Hippo as 
spiritual guide and model of an authentic Christian 
life. Historical analysis will provide the 
groundwork for spiritual and theological reflection 
on key works of the early Augustine (especially the 
Confessions, On Christian Teaching, and On Grace 
and Free Will). Seminar students will take turns 
leading the close reading and careful analysis of 
Augustine’s works. 

 

TRS 

375 CS 

TRS 

371 CS 



Graduate Courses in                                                                             Spring 2021 
Theology and Religious Studies                         

Church and Sacrament 

 

Edward Hahnenberg, PhD 

M 5:00-7:45pm 

Exploration of the church as “sacrament of salvation” 
through an examination of the sacraments of initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist), the sacraments of 
healing (Penance, Anointing of the Sick), and 
sacraments at the service of communion (Matrimony, 
Holy Orders). Topics include images, models, and 
marks of the church, as well as the historical, liturgical, 
and theological development of the seven 
sacraments. Required for the Certificate in 
Theological Education (Aligns with High School Core 
Course IV & V). 

Introduction to 
Systematic Theology 

 

Edward Hahnenberg, PhD 

W 5:00-7:45pm 

Systematic theology is an area of theology that explores 
the meaning and interrelationship of important 
doctrines within a particular religious tradition. This 
course is an introduction to Catholic systematic 
theology. It will examine several key concepts 
(revelation, faith, scripture, tradition, community, and 
method) and then explore how these concepts play out 
in a few significant theologians. Beginning with the 
assumption that all theology is contextual, the course 
will locate these thinkers within their different 
historical and cultural worlds—with the goal of inviting 
students to reflect on what it means to do theology out 
of their own unique commitments, contexts, and life 
experiences. 

The Faithful: Being 
Catholic in America 

 

Kristen Tobey, PhD 

T 5:00-7:45pm  via ZOOM 

A case-based examination of lived experiences 
of Catholicism in the United States, from colonial 
times to the present day, exploring a variety of 
responses to the question of how to be Catholic in 
America. 

TRS 

529 

TRS 

534 

CS 
TRS 

430 



Department of Theology &  
Religious Studies 

John Carroll University 
1 John Carroll Boulevard 

University Heights, OH 44118 USA 
 

Phone: 216-397-4700 
Fax: 216-397-4518 

E-mail: trs@jcu.edu  
Website: go.jcu.edu/trs  

      Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/TRSatJCU 


